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THE ARMY CORPS 

BY: ED ULMER, TREASURE 

The Tulpehocken Chapter has been involved in many projects to improve 

the Tulpehocken Creek during the last 45 years. Rock deflectors have been installed 

in many locations. Most recently, three boulder deflectors were installed a few years 

ago near the confluence of the Cacoosing and Tulpehocken Creeks. Their purpose is 

to push water away from the bank. This reduces erosion, adds oxygen to the water, 

cools the water, and eventually, dredges a deeper channel. All of this being good for 

trout, other organisms, and ducks in particular. 

So, tree deflectors are a cheap way of achieving these goals. Trees also add nutrients 

for the macroinvertebrates that trout eat. I worked with Brianna Treichler from 

the Army Corps of Engineers to plan the tree deflector project. Brianna_was very 

helpful with the research into permits and safety issues. The volunteer lumberjacks 

attended a safety course with the Army Corps taught by Nate Freiwald. We learned 

a lot of good safety practices, and recommend a safety course to anyone who needs 

to use a chainsaw. 

We started by identifying spots for deflectors about two years ago. My 

daughter, Katie, a TU Teen, helped get the GPS locations, and did the first site 

visit. The location is in the Tulpehocken, below the stilling basin. We tried to find 

suitable trees between the existing stone deflectors. We considered the difficulty of 

cutting and safety. We also considered things like habitats for owls and butterflies, 

and scheduled around opening day for trout season, as required by the Fish & Boat 

Commission. 

Our first scheduled date was snowed out, so we rescheduled for March 19. 

Thunderstorms were predicted , but the weather was great. Our Lumberjacks were 

Al Williams and Mike .McLaughlin, our VP. Kurt Shearer and I were the cable guys; 

wearing waders and cabling the trees to the stumps. Kurt had a lot of tree cutting 

knowledge from his work at the Game Commission. As it was, we did not need to 

go into the water. The dam operator had dropped the flow for us, to help with water 

safety, too. The Army Corps was represented by Jonah Eckert who was a great help. 

The Army Corps provided materials and the chainsaws. It all went well. We may 

add more tree deflectors at some point, or in other creeks. A great thank you to all 

who participated! 

Do you know of another area in a local stream that could use a project like this? 

Please let us know, contact: Brenda at b.bittinger@gmail.corn or 

in fo@tuHytu.org 

Tully Stocking Schedule 

We're always in need of stocking help. If you're interested in helping to 
stock, please contact Kirk Baumener at (484) 878-9195. The next stocking 
date is 4/28. 




